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PREFACE. 



The two essays printed in this monograph conclude 
the series of papers read at the second annual meet- 
ing in Boston. The proceedings follow, and are 
simply an amplified program, printed in order that 
we have a pennanent record of them, and also to 
give to members not present a systematic account of 
what Avas done at Boston. I would call special 
attention to the report on the Springlaeld branch, 
printed in full on pages 62-68. We have now four 
local branches, namely: one each at Buffalo, N". Y., 
Galesburg, 111., Orange, N. J., and Springfield, Mass. 
Nothing is more to be desired than the formation of 
local economic societies in every part of the country. 
These will find their work advanced by connection 
with a national organization, and I venture to hope 
that Dr. Bemis's paper will stimulate many members 
to form new local organizations. 

A list of members of the Association is appended, 
fi'ona which it Avill be seen that our membership is 
considerably more than twice as large as it was 
when our last list was published. It is very desirable 
that our membership should be further increased, 
and it is to be hoped that present members will exert 
themselves to secure accessions. 

The Executive Committee of the Council, to whom 
the matter was referred, have decided that our 
next annual gathering shall take place in Phila- 
delphia in the last week in December. 

Richard T. Ely. 



